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Using Generative Al at Bauer Academy

At Bauer Academy, we understand that many learners will use generative Al tools during
their studies. Al is now a normal part of how people learn, work, and create, and when
used well it can help you work more effectively and efficiently.

We trust you to use generative Al appropriately and responsibly, and we have checks in
place to ensure itis not misused. Just as importantly, we want to help you develop the
judgement, confidence and integrity to use Al well - now and in the future.

Thinking for Yourself Still Matters

While generative Al can be a powerful support, itisimportant that you do not become
over-reliant onit. Learning is not just about producing an outcome - it is about developing
your own thinking, creativity and critical skills.

If Al routinely does the thinking for you (for example, breaking down texts, summarising
readings or structuring arguments), you may miss valuable opportunities to:

e analyse complexideasindependently
e practise critical and reflective thinking
e build confidence in your own intellectual abilities

Research increasingly shows that excessive reliance on Al can lead to cognitive
offloading and metacognitive laziness, reducing long-term learning and critical capacity.
Al should support your learning - not replace it.

Learning Al Skills for the Future

Bauer Academy recoghises that Al literacy is an essential skill for your future study, work
and life. You may be encouraged or required to use generative Al tools in certain activities
or assessments.

Aligned with our values, we aim to equip you with the knowledgg, skills and behaviours to
succeed in a changing world. This means learning how to use Al creatively, critically and
with integrity.

If you are ever unsure whether a particular use of Al is appropriate, please speak with your
Programme Lead or Learning Specialist - we are here to support you.

Accuracy, Bias and Critical Judgement

Generative Al systems are not intelligent in the same way humans are. Although they are
trained on vast amounts of data and often produce convincing responses, they can:

¢ make factual errors
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o fabricate information
o reflect orreinforce bias presentin their training data

For this reason, you should always apply your own critical judgement to Al outputs. Never
assume that Al-generated contentis accurate, complete or neutral.

Unacceptable Uses of Generative Al

Passing off someone else’s work - whether human or Al-generated - as yourownis a
serious academic offence.

If you submit work that is not your original work, you risk investigation, which may have
serious consequences for your studies.

If you use generative Al in your work, you must be transparent and acknowledge how it
was used. This includes text, images, audio, video or code. Details regarding how to do
this are below.

The following uses of generative Al are not acceptable:
e presenting Al-generated outputs as your own original work

e submitting work that includes Al-generated text, images, audio, video or code
without acknowledgment

e citing sources suggested by Al without reading and verifying them yourself

Using Generative Al Effectively

Within these clear boundaries, Bauer Academy recognises that generative Al can be used
productively to supportlearning. Appropriate uses may include:

e brainstormingideas

e getting quick definitions or explanations of concepts

e overcoming writer's block

e checking grammar and clarity

e organising or summarising information as a starting point
e reformatting references

e creating practice questions and self-tests

e generating images to help you develop your thinking

e organising or summarising your notes

Used thoughtfully, Al can be a helpful learning companion - but your own thinking must
always remain central.
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Al systems can significantly enhance learning, but we know that they also require
substantial energy to operate. We encourage students to use these tools responsibly,
with awareness of their environmental impact, and to avoid unnecessary usage.

If you have any questions, concerns or ideas about using generative Al during your studies
at Bauer Academy, please talk with your Programme Lead or Learning Specialist. We value
open conversations and responsible innovation.

Disclosing Al Usage

All use of Al should be disclosed through the inclusion of a reference. For written
assignments, this can be included at the end of your assignment. For other assignments,
you should include a separate Word document containing a reference list.

Your Programme Lead or Learning Specialist will be able to advise you if a style of
referencing (e.g., Harvard) is expected on your course. Otherwise, the examples below
demonstrate how to acknowledge Al usage correctly:

e "lused ChatGPT'simage-generation function to create the image on page 2."

e '"The case study included on page 4 was generated by Copilot."

Apprenticeship Assessment / End-Point Assessment

Each Assessment Organisation/EPAO has very specific Al usage policies that may differ
from Bauer Academy’s policy. It is vital that you check before submitting any
apprenticeship assessment work to your Assessment Organisation/EPAO.

You can contact your Programme Lead or Learning Specialist ahead of submission to
ensure you are referencing in line with the expected procedures.
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